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Source: ow
n elaboration from

 FAO
 FR

A 2010 
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N
orth-W
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M
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Sub-region 

1. SM
  

South 
M

editerranean 
Sub-region 

2. EM
  

East 
M

editerranean 
Sub-region 

3. N
EM

 
N

orth-East 
M

editerranean 
Sub-region 

•
21 countries 

•
4 sub-regions 

•
Forests: ~ 75 M

ha 
(forest cover: 9.5%

) 

•
U

neven distribution: 
•

73%
 N

EM
 + N

W
M

 
•

17%
 EM

 
•

11%
 SM

 
   

 

M
editerranean region (Plan Bleu, 2009) 

•
+ Portugal: forests~ 4.9M

ha 



Source: M
asiero (2014) from

 FAO
 2010 and 2013 
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*(i) Therm
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editerranean, 
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acaronesian region; (iv) Floodplain forests (Barbati et al., 2011)  
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Forest Products 

N
on-Tim

ber 
Products 

Tim
ber 

Products 

N
on –Tim

ber Forest 
Products 

N
on-W

ood Forest Products 

Flora 
Fauna 

Fuelw
ood 

Sm
all w

ood 

Source: adapted from
 FAO

 (1999 )  



N
W

FP: Products 
of biological origin 

other than w
ood 

derived from
 

forests, other 
w

ooded land and 
trees outside 

forests (FAO
 1999) 

   



U
rbanization and better living standards 

•
increasing dem

and for social and 
environm

ental products 

N
orthern M

ed R
egions  

•
less profitability of traditional forestry 
based on tim

ber 

Southern and Eastern M
ed R

egions  

•
rural developm

ent and environm
ental 

policies in support 

G
row

ing interest for N
W

FP: they can contribute to im
prove the profitability 

of forests and to rural developm
ent 

•
N

W
FP still prim

ary sources 
for the subsistence of local 
econom

ies 

•
O

ften cases of pressure over 
the resources 

W
hy N

W
FP are im

portant 

Traditionally used and consum
ed, especially in rural areas, and traded 



“…
a substantial underestim

ate as im
portant forest benefits are not estim

ated for 
m

any countries” (M
erlo and C

roitoru, 2005 ) 

 

M
erlo, M

., C
roitoru, L. (eds.) (2005) 

G
razing and N

W
FP are im

portant 
benefits in the Southern (€36/ha) and 
Eastern sub-regions (€10/ha), 
som

etim
es exceeding the w

ood 
forest products benefits.  
For the northern countries: €26/ha. 

M
any N

W
FP are self-consum

ed or inform
ally 

traded.  



Total value: €822.44 M
  

Average unit value: €18.10/ha 
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Source: M
erlo and C

roitoru (2005) and M
asiero (2014) from
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R
elative incidence of N

W
FP types on the 

total econom
ic value of N

W
FP in the M

ed 
region 

Acorns and 
nuts 

26.7%
 

Anim
al 

products 
24.8%

 

M
ushroom
s and 

truffles 
15.1%

 

C
ork 

13.8%
 H
oney 

12.2%
 

Seeds 
3.0%

 

H
erbs 

2.3%
 

Fruits 
0.6%

 O
ther 

1.5%
 

C
overed just 14 out 21 countries, 

and do not refer to all products 
(e.g. Argan oil in M

orocco, pine 
seeds partially reported, etc.) 

N
W

FP 



3. C
ertification of N

W
FP 



a) M
ass products 

•
large am

ounts of standardized products for a large num
ber of 

consum
ers  

•
com

petitive factors: reducing production costs Æ
 relatively low

 prices 
•

capital intensivation, land and labour estensivation 
•

high risks (m
arket instability-biological risks)  

W
ild-sem

iw
ild collection 

vs 
 C

ropped products/industrial 
production 

M
arketing strategies for N

W
FP 



•
Long traditions of 
m

ultifunctional forest 
m

anagem
ent system

s (no 
m

uch space for very extensive 
forest investm

ents) 
•

H
igh quality landscapes 

•
Territory rich of culture, 
traditions, biodiversity  

C
om

petitive advantages of the M
editerranean region: 

 …
in m

any M
editerranean areas, this is not a w

inning 
strategy for prom

oting m
ultifunctionality of forests and 

sustainable local developm
ent 



W
ell differentiated products, high added value, often 

available in relatively lim
ited quantities, for a target m

arket  

•
Products: quality assurance, certification, 
packaging, links w

ith a territory or/and a local 
tradition 

•
Prom

otion: branding, local association, e-
m

arketing 
 

W
hat to em

phasize: 

b) Specialised products 



C
ertification 

“The provision by an independent body of w
ritten 

assurance that the product, service or system
 in 

question m
eets specific requirem

ents” (ISO
,2015) 

Several types of certification are applicable to 
N

W
FP, w

ith different scopes 



Sustainable 
Forest 
m

anagem
ent 

Environm
ental/ecological 

Socio-econom
ic 

Q
uality/health 

Environm
ental perform

ance 

Q
uality and food 

safety (e.g ISO
 

9001,ISO
 22000)  

W
ild certification 

Socio-econom
ic 

certification 

O
rganic 

certification  

O
rigin certification ( 

N
on-G

M
O

 
certification 



•
C

reated at the beginning of the 1990s for encouraging 
sustainable forest m

anagem
ent (SFM

).  
 •

Today m
ore than 50 SFM

 certification standards exist, w
ith 

national, regional or global scope.  
 •

The tw
o largest certification schem

es: FSC
 and PEFC

  
•

Both certificate N
W

FP w
ith regards to: 

 
–

the forest w
here N

W
FP grow

 Î
FM

 certification 
  –

The value chain that N
W

FP undertake
Î

 C
oC

 certification 

 
 SFM

 certification 



4. FSC
 certification of N

W
FP 



•
FSC

 w
as the first global forest certification program

m
e to 

be established, in 1993 

•
FSC

 shall prom
ote environm

entally 
appropriate, socially beneficial and 
econom

ically viable m
anagem

ent of forests 

•
FSC

 can becom
e a key tool in achieving a substantial 

part of the U
N

 SD
G

s 



•
D

iscussions for incorporating N
W

FP into the FSC
 scope 

began few
 years after FSC

 creation 
•

In 1998, the FSC
 Board approved a policy to allow

 
certification and labelling of N

W
FP 

 
N

on Tim
ber Forest Products (N

TFP): 
 

A
ll products other than tim

ber derived from
 the M

anagem
ent U

nit (S
ource: 

FS
C

-S
TD

-01-001 V
5-0)  

 
A

ll forest products except tim
ber, including other m

aterials obtained from
 

trees such as resins and leaves, as w
ell as any other plant and anim

al 
products. E

xam
ples include, but are not lim

ited to seeds, fruits, nuts, 
honey, palm

 trees, ornam
ental plants and other forest products originating 

from
 a forest m

atrix (Source: FSC
-STD

-40-004 V2-1) 

Firew
ood and fuelw

ood excluded 



C
ode 

N
TFP 

N
1 

Barks 
N

2 
Soil conditioners and substrates 

N
3 

C
orks 

N
4 

Straw, w
icker, rattan and sim

ilar 
N

5 
Bam

boo 
N

6 
Plants and part of plants 

N
7 

N
atural gum

s, resins, oil 
N

8 
C

hem
ical, m

edicinal cosm
etic products 

N
9 

Food 
N

10 
O

thers N
TFP 

https://info.fsc.org/certificate.php 

N
TFP categories 



 C
hicle-gum

 from
 M

exico w
as the first FSC

 certified N
TFP in 

June 1999. After that, several N
TFP have been certified all 

around the w
orld 

 

To reach a 20%
 of the global forest trade (FSC

 tim
ber 

today 15.8%
 ) 

•
C

ork: 4.6%
 

•
N

atural rubber: 0.1%
 



H
ow

 does it w
ork 

•
FSC

 developed a system
 in w

hich: 
a.

N
ational/regional initiatives m

ay develop a standard 
that includes in the scope N

TFP  
 

 

This standard is applicable to all 
forest operations seeking FSC

 
certification w

ithin Italy. The standard 
applies to all forest type including 
N

TFP 

•
E.g.: FSC

 N
ational Forest Stew

ardship Standard of Italy 



•
The O

rganization shall com
ply w

ith all the legal requirem
ents at national or regional 

level for the collection of N
TFP 

•
N

TFP certification is possible if the requirem
ents of this standard are fulfilled together 

w
ith specific m

anagem
ent indicators 

•
The O

rganization shall adopt a public N
TFP-related docum

ent, w
hich include:  

I.
A declaration of the N

TFP for w
hich a prom

otional claim
 is being or w

ill be m
ade;  

II.
An updated list of applicable law

s to the N
TFP 

III.
A legal authorization to collect/harvest the N

TFP released to The O
rganization from

 the 
com

petent authorities 
IV.

The occurrence of custom
ary rights linked w

ith the N
TFP collection/harvesting and how

 
the O

rganization is dealing w
ith them

  
V.

A description of the N
TFP conditions (pre-harvest inventory): single species assessm

ent, 
description of the current forest status/structure, etc. 

VI.
A description of how

 the N
TFP are included w

ithin the m
anagem

ent plan, including w
hich 

silvicultural practices are needed to increase N
TFP production  

VII.
H

arvest/collection plan: harvest areas, harvesting rate justified on the pre-harvest 
inventory conditions 

VIII.
A post-harvest inventory to evaluate collection/harvesting activities im

pacts 
IX.

N
egative im

pacts assessm
ent on N

TFP com
ing out from

 forest m
anagem

ent activities 
(pest, disease, w

ildfires) and the m
easures to prevent and m

itigate the risk 
X.

C
ontrol system

s w
here the follow

ing inform
ation are at m

inim
um

 reported:  
•

- H
arvest/collection quantity data 

•
- H

arvest/collection areas 
•

- Selling invoices, quantity and custom
ers 

 

Legal  Ecol.  

Source: Italian standard, Annex E: Additional R
equirem

ents for N
TFP

 

Manag. 



“D
eveloped for use on the 

territory of R
ussia for the 

follow
ing N

TFP: honey, dogrose 
fruits, m

ushroom
s, truffles, w

illow
 

bark, w
illow

 rod.” 

E.g.: N
TFP product certification addendum

 for R
ussia 

b.  an FSC
 endorsed organization could create and 

im
plem

ent its ow
n N

TFP addendum
, to be enclosed 

to the general standard 
 

w
w

w.nepcon.org/library/standard/nepcon-ntfp-certification-addendum
-russia 



  c. G
lobal addendum

  

N
EPC

on developed a N
TFP 

addendum
 applicable on a 

global scale w
here national 

or product specific N
TFP 

standards have not been 
developed.  w

w
w.nepcon.org/library/standard/fsc-forest-m

anagem
ent/nepcon-global-N

TFP-certification 



N
TFP evaluation m

ay take place 
during the m

ain certification 
evaluation, or m

ay be carried out 
at any tim

e afterw
ards.  

 
      • R

educed certification costs 
• Stream

lined procedures for 
getting certified 

A natural  forest m
anaged for the production of 

only N
TFP is qualified as a SLIM

F(Sm
all and Low

 
Intensity M

anaged Forests) 



C
osts 

D
epend on: surface, forest m

anagm
ent, scope. It is the sum

 of: 
 1.

C
ost of preparation for the certification (m

anagm
ent plan, m

onitoring 
plan internal training, technical advice etc. )   

2.
C

ost of the auditing (usually from
 2-3 days to 4-5 days) 

3.
A

dm
inistrative cost by FSC

 international (fixed) 
   

C
ategories of forest m

anagm
ent 

Per hectare rate ($) 

SLIM
F 

0 

N
atural forest-com

m
unity forest 

0 

N
atural forest- conservation purpose 

0.0001 

N
atural forest-tropical 

0.0020 

N
atural forest-boreal 

0.0035 

N
atural forest-tem

perate 
0.0045 

Plantations 
0.0200 

Tab.: C
osts for FM

, FM
/C

O
C

 certificates 



FSC
 database: http://info.fsc.org 

N
TFP certified in the M

editerranean region 



C
ork 

41 

18 

8 

8 
1 

1 

Portugal
Spain
France
Italy
M

acedonia
Turkey

77 com
panies 



M
undial leader in cork production 

The 1st packaging  com
pany in the w

orld to 
obtain  FSC

 certification 

C
orticeiraAm

orim
 is a m

ajor prom
oter of FSC

 forest 
m

anagem
ent certification system

. There are currently 14 
C

orticeiraAm
orim

 business units holding FSC
 chain of 

custody certification.  
w

w
w.am

orim
.com

 



Straw, w
icker and rattan 

2 com
panies, in Italy and Turkey 

Plants and parts of plants 
5 com

panies, all in Portugal 

C
hem

icals, m
edicinals and cosm

etics 

1 com
pany, in Portugal 



Bark 

12 

9 4 

1 

Portugal
Spain
Italy
Croatia

26 com
panies 

6 

1 

1 1 

1 

Portugal
France
Italy
Spain
Turkey

N
atural gum

s, oils and 
derivates 

10 com
panies 



Food 

15 

1 

1 
1 

Portugal
C

roatia
Serbia
Spain

18 com
panies 

O
ther N

TFP 
5 com

pany, in C
roatia, Italy, Portugal and Turkey 



Forest Producers 
Association of C

oruche 
(APFC

) G
roup Schem

e 
 

•
A group certification schem

e for ow
ners of sm

all and 
m

edium
 forests in PT  

•
The group began w

ith 4 m
em

bers m
anaging 9 forest 

m
anagem

ent units. Today 12 m
em

bers for 10,320 ha 
•

Benefits:  
–

Establishm
ent of a com

m
on Forest M

anagem
ent Plan 

–
Im

prove access to inform
ation and technical support 

–
R

educe costs of auditing and certification 
–

Increased know
ledge related to env. and social issues and forest 

m
anagem

ent 
–

Financial benefits from
 the selling w

ith a prem
ium

 price 
  

Source: FSC
 Portugal https://pt.fsc.org/preview.portugal.a-230.pdf 



•
N

W
FP im

portant for the M
editerranean region: they can 

contribute to im
prove the profitability of forests 

 •
C

ertification can be a m
ajor instrum

ent of N
W

FP m
arketing 

 •
FSC

 certification helps in sustain the production of N
W

FP 
 •

FSC
 recognizes that forests m

anaged for N
W

FP produce 
few

 negative im
pacts and they can be com

plem
entary to 

tim
ber production 

 •
N

W
FP less diffuse than tim

ber certification but it is 
grow

ingÎ
 successful exam

ples in the M
editerranean region 

 4.C
onclusions 
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