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Source: State of the European ForestsSource: RAF 2019

French  forest cover area (1840-2020)Italian forest cover area (2005 and 2015)
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Changing the landscape where and how
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Before the conflict with Ukraine
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Russian Federation and Belarus export 34 million m3

(2021), it has been estimated that imports of 
coniferous sawnwood from Russia and Ukraine 

account for about 10%  of total EU consumption

Packaging from Ukraine by pallets 
and wood for packaging. 

Products from broadleaves

https://wcm.gozdis.si/sl/novice/2022040320172589/vojna-v-ukrajini-in-njen-vpliv-na-evropski-in-
globalni-trg-lesa/

Source: Wood Markets e EUWID

Source: Global Wood Markets and EUWID

IMPACT ON FOREST 
MACHINERY INDUSTRY
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https://wcm.gozdis.si/sl/novice/2022040320172589/vojna-v-ukrajini-in-njen-vpliv-na-evropski-in-globalni-trg-lesa/
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Import of plywood and veneers from Russa to Italy
In 2020 Italy imported 47,159 tons for a value of 30 M US$, equal to 13.9% of the total Italian value for this commodity item.
Plywood and veneer products therefore represent 32.2% of our total imports of timber from Russia. The most significant 
component (26 M US$) of plywood and veneer products is hardwood plywood (birch for Russia, mainly used for parquet and 
automotive).  USA import plywood from Russia and Vietman. Vietnam produces plywood by means of timbers coming from 
Russa.  

https://www.woodworkingnetwork.com/technology/birch-
based-concept-car-runs-sustainable-biofuel
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• Other indirect effects
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EU sanctions on Russian exports will impact the  world market for wood products? 

Fonte: WRI Market Insights, Mar 2022

The total lumber exports from the three countries (Russia, Belarus and Ukraine) were 34 million m3 in 
2021. Over 25% was exported to countries with current sanctions against Russia and Belarus. 

FSC and PEFC have labelled all timber from the two countries as «conflict timber». 

It is estimated that unlikely directly 30% i.e. 10 million m3 (compared to 2021) will not reach the market in 
Europe and Asia (outside China), 8.5 million m3 were imported in Europe as hardwoods. 

Troubles from commodities produced in China which cannot be certified for their provenance from Russia. 

Even if there are not direct restrictions,  trade with China will be probably impacted because of economic 
reason (Rublo and Swift), lacking certified products FSC and PEFC, foreign investors could not support more 
some value chains.
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Under-exploited species might be a resource  

France

Distribution of conifer stocks by species
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Species substitution  in wood products: some examples

Birch

Poplar

Scots pine
Mediterranean pines

France

RAF 2017
RAF 2017
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Some examples on how research may help
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Market situation of other commodities is worst than for 
wood products

Fonte https://tradingeconomics.com/commodity/lumber

15

EU sanctions on Russian exports are set to profoundly change 
the world market for wood products

Import of roundwood from Russia was planned to decrease already before 
the invasion. That means it was already is a general market trend (see also 
other commodities). 

At the moment there still quite a lot of low-quality roundwood available in 
Central Europe due to the savage wood availability after extreme climatic 
event (draught and storms in 2016-18) and some pathogenic threats (bark 
beetle). 

If the conflict will slow down, Ukraine will probably increase its exports of 
timber, facilitated by a less strict control on wood harvesting
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Take-home message 
Rethinking Eusalp and European forest-wood value chain. 
- Private ownerships always represent a bottleneck to develop a more structured forest-wood 

chain.
- We need (at least in some countries) to endorse an agreement between forest companies 

and forest owners (supply chain agreement) looking to territories which have  a forest plan
- Domestic and planted trees (paying attention to the environmental sustainability) can 

assume a crucial role
- Awareness and inventory of potential manufacturing wood industry at European level 

(veneers, plywood…) to be less dependent by importing composite wood products
- Wood industry mechanization: versatile is the keyword. Companies must develop ability to 

change production according to different forest feedstock availability (less simple than we 
can expect, digitalization can support also in this field).

- Re-use and Re-cycling become an imperative to safe raw material. 

17

Thanks for your attention
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