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Towards deforestation-free supply chain to 
contribute to a nature-positive future
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The worserning of the environmental conditions
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Global deforestation trends

Since 2000, 5 Mha/yr
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The main driver of 
biodiversity loss at 
global level
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Tropical deforestation and climate change
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Yearly tropical deforestation embedded in commodities, and their origins, imported and 
consumed in the EU between 2005-2017. Source: Wedeux and Schulmeister-Oldenhove
(2021), based on Pendrill et al. (2020).

Embodied deforestation 
(imports from EU countries)
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Soft 
tools
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Instruments for supporting environmental 
resources protection
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A general narrative: the need for a shift 
from Command-and-Control (C&C)
to Market Based Instruments (MBI)

C&C Taxes, permits, thresholds, … 
“non to be done”

MBI Economic tools used to drive
companies’ behavior 
“to be done” (on a voluntary basis)

Source: OECD 1994, Stavins 2001, Windle et al. 2005 
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No. of Voluntary Sustainability Standards 
(VSS) on the market (1940-2020)

Source: Marx and Fernandez de Cordoba, 2020  

1990-2010:
The boom

1950-1990:
Exponential growth

2010-2020:
consolidation

8



10/12/23

5

Areas of action Private initiatives that have covered the area of action 
Legal origin of the wood products 
and their CoC and criteria for SFM

CoC standards by FSC, PEFC, Naturaland, Plockhugget, …

Sustainable finance GABV, FEBEA and INAISE networks’ activities; Basel 1 and 2

Sustainable use of wood biomass Better Biomass, ISCC, SBP, … (see 
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/renewable-energy/bioenergy/voluntary-
schemes_en) 

Sustainability reporting GRI, CDP, SASB, ISO 14001 EMS, SASCB, Carbon Trust 
Standard, Greenhouse Gas Protocol by the WRI and WBCSD,… 

Carbon credits generation National Schemes and private certification schemes and 
standards

Legal origin of 7 farm and forest  
products and their CoC

GFP, Rainforest Alliance, RTRS, RSB, RSPO, SAN, SBP + 
already mentioned forest related organizations

CDP: Carbon Disclosure Project, CoC: Chain of Custody, EMS: Environmental Management System, GCP: Global Coffee 
Platform, GRI: Global Reporting Initiative, ISCC: International Sustainability and Carbon Certification, RSB: Roundtable on 
Sustainable Biomaterials, RTRS: Round Table on Responsible Soy Association, RSPO: Roundtable on Sustainable Palm 
Oil, SAN: Sustainable Agriculture Network, SBP: Sustainable Biomass Program, SASB: Sustainability Accounting Standards 
Board, SASCB: Sustainability Accounting, Standards and Certification Board, WBCSD: World Business Council for 
Sustainable Development, WRI: World Research Institute. 
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https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jan/18/revealed-forest-carbon-offsets-biggest-provider-worthless-verra-aoe

Civil society initiatives: 
not always without 
problems and limitations

10



10/12/23

6

Public institutions define the 
frame rules (indicators, thresholds, 
procedures, institutional actors, M&V 
systems, …) for managing 
environmental (forest) 
resources

An approach consistent 
with the principles of the

“Nudges economics”
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Area of policy 
action

Private initiatives that have 
covered the areas of action 

The regulatory initiatives 
by the EU

Legal origin of the 
wood products and 
their CoC and criteria 
for SFM

CoC standards by FSC, PEFC, 
Naturaland, Plockhugget, …

EUTR – European Union Timber Regulation

Sustainable finance GABV, FEBEA and INAISE networks’ 
activities; Basel 1 and 2

Taxonomy

Sustainable use of 
wood biomass 

Better Biomass, ISCC, SBP, … (see 
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/renewable-
energy/bioenergy/voluntary-schemes_en) 

REDII and REDIII 

Sustainability 
reporting

GRI, CDP, SASB, ISO 14001 EMS, 
SASCB, Carbon Trust Standard, 
Greenhouse Gas Protocol by the WRI 
and WBCSD,… 

CSRD (Corporate Sustainability Reporting 
Directive) and NFRD (Non-Financial Reporting 
Directive)

Carbon credits 
generation

National Schemes and private 
certification schemes and standards

CRC – Carbon Removal Certification 
Regulation

Legal origin of 7 farm 
and forest products 
and their CoC

GFP, Rainforest Alliance, RTRS, RSB, 
RSPO, SAN, SBP + already mentioned 
forest related organizations

EUDR – European Union Deforestation and 
forest degradation Regulation
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Some open questions

• How are companies responding to the 
persistent problem of deforestation and forest 
degradation?

• How will the new EUDR impact the problem?
• What implementation problems is the EUDR 

creating?
• How can voluntary instruments (e.g., 

certification) be harmonized with compulsory
ones (e.g., EUDR)? 
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Which role in the 
future of private 
voluntary 
initiatives? 
Is there a space  
for them?
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