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Sources: Regular update & forest management certification reports on fsc.org/en/certified-forests

Bulkan et al 2022 Routledge Handbook of Community Forestry (Chapter 15) 

FSC 2016 Group Certification Toolkit;    FSC Global Strategy 2021 - 2026

Sept 2022:   Certified forest area of 216 million hectares* 
1‘464** Forest Management certificates in 81 countries

*     ca. 16 %  of production forest area with management plans, 
**   includes group certificates, i.e. ca 150‘000 forest managers.

This includes ca. 7 % smallholdings and community-based forestry. 

FSC Global Strategy: 
Double the certified area of 

smallholder & community forestry 
until 2026 !
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BUILDING ON EXPERIENCE AND PREVIOUS 
LEARNINGS
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2002
“SOCIAL STRATEGY”
The research, analysis, 
common key issues, as 
well as the way 
forward are still very 
up to date

SOCIAL POLICY
Focus on normative solutions 
that allow an easier access to 
certification 

2010

SMALLHOLDERS 
SUPPORT PROGRAM
Offers technical and financial 
support to certification and 
benefits from the FSC label 

2011

NEW 
APPROACHES 
PROJECT
A multi-year project 
to improve access 
to, and uptake of, 
the FSC system by 
small forest owners 
and communities 
Short description

2016

COMMUNITY AND 
FAMILY FORESTS 
PROGRAM
A full-fledged program that 
aims to increase FSC 
impact of making the 
system more attractive to 
small-scale and community 
forests

2021

2022 FLARE Annual Meeting
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Addressing the well know Policy and Market barriers
Challenges
NUMBER & COMPLEXITY OF 
REQUIREMENTS
e.g., > 100 indicators, HCV, 
externalities

LACK OF TECHNICAL CAPACITY 
AMONGST USERS

COST OF CERTIFICATION
e.g., incl. both cost of 
implementation and audits

Proposed solution
ROLL-OUT OF NEW POLICY SOLUTIONS 

AND TOOLS
Publicize new policy solutions through 

international webinars

LOCAL TRAININGS ON NEW POLICY 
SOLUTIONS

Networking within FSC to develop
tailor-made trainings

E-TRAINING COURSES DEVELOPMENT
Scaling-up the knowledge and 

the learnings

44

MATCH MAKING: 
LOCAL MARKET; ECONOMY OF SCALE
analysis of local conditions;  species or volumes not 
suited for commercialization

ECONOMIC VIABILITY TOOL & 
VOLUME AGGREGATOR TOOL

e.g., landscape approach; identification of range of 
species + aggregate volumes 

VALUE CHAIN APPROACH NEEDS 
COMPLEMENTARY ACTIVITIES
e.g., rubber vs. tropical timber

TRAINING PROGRAM
modules with integrated approaches  

covering forest management, wood 
processing and market skills

4

https://fsc.org/en/looking-back-to-move-forward-small-scale-forest-owners-and-communities
https://fsc.org/en/for-people/solutions-for-small-scale-and-community-forests
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Ecosystem Services Procedure
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E.g. to attract long-term partnerships 
for long-term financial and technical support,

in providing evidence that certified, i.e. responsible 
forest stewardship 
has positive impacts on ES 

- Carbon
- Water
- Soil
- Biodiversity and/or 
- Recreational services,

compared to business-as-usual forestry. 

5

Gender and Diversity Strategy
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People, who formally manage forests 
tend to be male and to come from 

privileged urban backgrounds. 

FSC aims to work towards a situation,  
in which all forest managers can 
contribute to fulfil FSC’s mission, 

regardless of their gender, ethnicity, 
socio-economic or any other status. 

Engage in the FSC
Consultation Processes! 

Restoration Toolbox
Criterion 6.5:    

10 % set-aside requirement for 
conservation or restoration within 
each FSC-certified operations. 

Intention: Reach out far beyond the 
10% of set-asides threshold!   

- With restoration verification 
claims within the scope of FSC’s 

current system, and 

- a ‘proof-of-concept’ that 

generates momentum for the 

global restoration agenda.  
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Taxonomy
Land 

restoration
REDIIICarbon 

farming

EUDR SFM 
standard

3 Billion 
trees

’Fit for 
55’ 

Package

Green Deal
Farm to 

Fork 
Strategy

Forest strategy

Forest 
Focus

Biodiversity 
strategy

Protect and Restore 
the World’s Forests

REPowerEU

Green 
infrastructures 

New CAP-RDP: 
Rural Pact 

Strategies

Actions

Climate
Action

EED

New Bauhaus

Supporting community-based forest management 
and restoration. A new context in the EU
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Most of these initiatives are based on legally binding 
objectives and constraints 
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In this new context of active intervention of public institutions in 
promoting responsible forest management and land restoration, 
which role 
- of civil society’s initiatives? 
- of bottom-up, community-based voluntary approaches?

Source: Proposal for a nature Restoration Regulation; 22.6.2022 COM(2022) 304 final
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Not a matter of the 
direction to be taken…

FSC IFSA Job Fair 26 March 229

… but of the optimal tools to be used

9

Forest Stewardship Council®
FSC® Asociación Civil 

Calle Margarita Maza de Juárez 422
Colonia Centro, Oaxaca, México, CP. 68000
Phone: +52 951 502 6533
Fax: +52 951 502 6594

FSC Asociación Civil © All rights reserved
FSC® F000100

www.fsc.org

Thank you !

For FSC-research related questions and 
proposals: 
M.Karmann@FSC.org 
and/or
Davide.Pettenella@unipd.it

For questions related to the 
Community & Family Forests Program:
V.Santos @FSC.org
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